MARLBOROUGH
The great Mr Fox, while engaged upon a history of
James II, was keenly interested in this controversy and one of
the first to probe it. When he visited Paris in 1802, during
the fleeting peace of Amiens, he sought out personally
the heads of the Scots College. He was soon convinced
of one at least of the many lies of which Macpherson stands
convicted.
" With respect to Carte's extract," he wrote,
I have no doubt but it is faithfully copied ; but on this extract
it is necessary to make an observation, which applies to all the
rest, both of Carte's and Macpherson's, and which leads to the
detection of an imposture of the latter, as impudent as Ossian
itself*
The extracts are evidently made, not from a journal, but from
a narrative ; I have now ascertained beyond all doubt, that there
were in the Scotch College two distinct manuscripts, one in James's
own hand consisting of papers of different sizes bound up together,
and the other a sort of historical narrative, compiled from the
former. The narrative was said to have been revised and cor-
rected, as to style by Dryden the poet (meaning probably Charles
Dry den the great poet's son) and it was not known in the College,
whether it was drawn up in James's life, or by the direction of
his son, the Pretender. I doubt whether Carte ever saw the
original journal; but I learn, from undoubted authority that
Macpherson never did; and yet to read his Preface, page 6 and 7
(which pray advert to,) one would have supposed, not only that
he had inspected it accurately, but that all bis extracts at least, if
not Carte's also, were taken from it. Macpherson's impudence
in attempting such an imposture, at a time when almost any man
could have detected him, would have been in another man,
incredible, if the internal evidence of the extracts themselves
against him were not corroborated by the testimony of the
principal persons of the College.1
Macpherson's credit stands so low that several authorities
have suggested that he tampered with the Nairne Papers
while they were in his temporary possession. But we have
several indications that the bulk of them had been seen by
1 Charles James Fox to Laing, spud Janes 77, introduction.
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